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Draft MSP for the German EEZ

30 September 2020 – ONLINE MEETING



Agenda

11:00 Break (15 min.)

13:00 End of Meeting
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Draft MSP for the German EEZ
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Update on Planning Process for German 

EEZ MSP

4Final plan

Revised plan + SEA report
followed by national & international consultation

1st draft plan + draft SEA report
followed by national & international consultation

Concept: 3 planning options

followed by 1st (informal) consultation + scoping

Baseline report

Plan evaluation, analysis of requirements for MSP revision 
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• approx. end of October 2020 International consultation, Espoo process

• Beginning/Mid November 2020 End of comments period for national consultation

• 24. + 25. November 2020 National consultation meeting (online)

• December 2020 International consultation meeting

• End of January 2021 Revision and finalisation of 2nd draft MSP

• February 2021 Deadline for commenting in national consultation

• Q1 2021 Further international consultation if necessary

• March 2021 Finalisation of MSP and SEA

• March 2021 Inter-ministerial coordination of the plan

• Q3 2021 Adoption of MSP
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Overarching principle

Maritime spatial planning sustainably preserves and develops the uses and 

core functions of the sea in an European context.
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• Coherent international MSP and cooperation at sea basin level

• Inclusion of land-sea-interactions, transport- and value chains for coherent planning

• Harmonization of the development of the maritime economy with sustainable

development objectives:

 Coordination of current and future spatial demands of sectors and users

 Prioritization of specific maritime uses, optimization and reversibility of uses

 Application of the ecosystem based approach, the precautionary principle, and taking

cumulative effects into account

• MSP is supporting:

 Safety and ease of navigation

 Economic uses

 Research

 National and Alliance defense

• Contribution to the protection and improvement of the marine environment
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Shipping

Offshore wind energy

Cables, pipelines

Natural Resource extraction

Fisheries

Research                    

Nature Conservation

For Information Only

Priority area

Priority area (until 2035)    

Priority area

Reservation area

Reservation area

Gate to the territoral sea

Reservation area hydrocarbons

Reservation area sand & gravel

Reservation area Norwegian lobster

Reservation area

Priority area nature conservation

Reservation area diver

Reservation area harbour porpoise (May – Aug)

Reservation area bird migration

Military training sites

Fehmarn Strait crossing

Boundaries

Territorial sea

Exclusive Economic Zone

International border

Outer roads*

Draft MSP for the German EEZ in the Baltic Sea



Shipping
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Offshore Wind Energy
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Cables and pipelines
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Natural resource extraction
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Research
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Nature conservation
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Bird migration
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Shipping and Nature Protection

Regulation with regard to Shipping and Nature Conservation

When priority areas for the protection and improvement of the marine 

environment overlap with priority areas for shipping, shipping enjoys priority in 

accordance with the provisions of UNCLOS.
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Strategic environmental assessment
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Transboundary aspects – conclusions

 MSP provisions do not have significant impacts on neighbours

 Cumulative impacts might occur only for highly mobile animals: fish, marine mammals, 

birds, bats

 Wind parks can pose a barrier and a collision risk for migratory birds but do not 

constitute a significant impact

 Priority areas for nature conservation contribute to an open seascape as they exclude

conflicting uses/activities

 According to current data and knowledge and taking mitigation measures into acount: no

significant impacts of the MSP German EEZ in the Baltic Sea



Thank you very much!

Further information:

https://www.bsh.de/E

N/TOPICS/Offshore/M

aritime_spatial_planni

ng/Revision/revision_

node.html
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https://www.bsh.de/EN/TOPICS/Offshore/Maritime_spatial_planning/Revision/revision_node.html

